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tangling our Government in the matter. You do not have
to be told "by me that I am already working in the most cor-
dial agreement with the Emperor about China and the
Japanese-Bussian war, while I have matters of my own in
Santo Domingo, Venezuela and Panama to which I must
give attention and from which I do not feel it right to be
diverted; but I have told Taft substantially what you have
said in your letter excepting the portion about the com-
munication from the Italian Government which the Em-
peror requested me to treat as purely confidential. "Will
you take this letter at once to Secretary Taft, show it to
him, and tell him exactly how far you want us to go in
sounding the British Government. Meanwhile I shall write
him, quoting the proposal of the Emperor as to our sound-
ing the British Government and shall suggest his finding
out from Sir Mortimer what the British Government's
views in the matter are. I do not think I should go any
further than this at present. I am sorry I am not in Wash-
ington, for I should at once see the British Ambassador
myself and let you know just how things stood.

Thank Admiral von Tirpitz for the very interesting
memorandum of the Navy.

######

Sincerely yours,

THEODOKE BOOSEVELT,

Per W. L. Jr.
BAEOK H. STEBNBTJBG,
German Ambassador,

Washington, D. C.

At the end of May I came back to Washington, and found
Jusserand and Speck both greatly concerned lest there
should be a war between France and Germany. Both of
them were sincerely anxious to avert such a possibility,
and each thought that his own Government ought to make
concessions to avoid the war. Speck, I firmly believe, did
not approve of the action his Government was taking, but